
1

AdvancedBiotechnology

IndustryandResearchin the CzechRepublic: 

Peter Ġebo

Institute of Biotechnology
Academyof Sciencesof theCzechRepublic

Prague



Great past:

Used to be extremely strong in tradional biotechnology:
Crop and animal breeding

fermentation industry
Famous Brewery tradition

Wine, ethanol, baker̀syeats production
Fodder yeast (Biocel Paskov)

Biotransformations:
Aminoacid production, cyclosporin A, ergot alcaloids

Vitamines, food additives etc.

Among pioneers of antibiotics production (penicilin)

World famous school of continous culture technology 
(at Institute of Microbiology of the Academy of Sciences)
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modestpresent:

somewhatbehind in cutting-edgebiologicalresearch

advancedbiotechresearchis limited

advanced biotech intellectual propertylimiting

Smallsizeof advancedbiotechindustry

6 real biotechcompanies: Lonza, Baxter, Contipro, Exbio, 
BioVendor, Immunotech

Low numbers of high-tech biotech SMEthusfar
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University students vs. life sciencestudents:
geographical distribution


